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Coronavirus Hits Africa’s Mega Trade Deal Plans

Ethiopia — Wamkele Mene’s first days at work were a huge anticlimax. Last week, as he was sworn in as Africa’s
new trade czar, the continent was becoming engulfed in the global fight against the coronavirus. Trade talks aimed
at launching the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) on July 1 are now on hold. And Mene’s move to Accra
— the capital of Ghana where the AfCFTA’s new secretariat will be based — is postponed indefinitely.
As the world grapples with its biggest health crisis in living memory and unrolls budgetary measures not seen since
World War II to combat the economic impact of a pandemic that has caused more than 15,000 deaths, officials in
Africa are now resigned to delaying the launch of what would become the world’s largest free-trade bloc
indefinitely. “It would be unreasonable for any government to direct resources to meet the deadline when the
public’s health is so gravely at stake,” Mene told POLITICO, adding that he expected heads of state to announce a
delay in the coming weeks. “My view now is that the focus should be on saving lives.”
The launch of the AfCFTA has risen to the top of the political agenda under South Africa’s President Cyril
Ramaphosa, whose country currently holds the rotating presidency of the 55-member African Union. The U.N.
believes the accord could boost intra-African trade by 52 percent when duties on goods crossing borders are finally
eliminated. And EU leaders are keeping a close eye. Before the coronavirus crisis hit, Commission President Ursula
von der Leyen made two visits to the continent within her first 100 days in office.
Apart from the potential economic opportunities for European companies, the EU — which has poured €60 million
into the project — sees Africa's continent-wide trade deal as an opportunity to bolster global commitments to
multilateralism and rules-based trade. It is also as much about enabling peace and security on the continent as it is
about giving those who live there a reason not to migrate northwards to Europe's shores. “There is a nexus between
peace and security and development, and trade is part of this,” said Stephen Karingi, director of the trade division
at the U.N.’s Economic Commission for Africa. “The stakes tend to rise. When you are in a free-trade area you
cannot afford to have conflict.” Karingi also said there “is definitely going to be a delay” to the July 1 launch date.
“We are already out of the schedule.”
African trade ministers first decided to press forward with forming an Africa-wide free-trade bloc in 2010, a
decision that was endorsed by leaders in 2012. Concrete trade talks have been underway since 2015. Coronavirus
permitting, the intention is still for AfCFTA to launch this year, with officials looking to resume talks toward the end
of May.
Quite apart from the practical difficulties of negotiating remotely, the pandemic is set to ravage African
economies. The U.N. has scaled back its projection of Africa's GDP growth from 3.2 percent to 1.8 percent this year.
Even without the interference of a pandemic, achieving a deal looked challenging — despite the progress so far. The
current text proposes countries having five years to drop tariffs to zero on 90 percent of their goods. They then
have seven years to drop tariffs on 7 percent of their tariff lines, while the remaining 3 percent can be protected. In
reality, it could take much longer.
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“In terms of bringing down the non-sensitive and the sensitive items, give it 13 years,” said Karingi, adding that 30 countries
in Africa had so far ratified the deal. Ethiopia, Zimbabwe, Sudan, Mozambique and Zambia, meanwhile, all agreed earlier
this year to drop tariffs on 90 percent of their goods.
Countries have almost concluded negotiations on rules of origin — products that can take advantage of the free-trade bloc
must be made in Africa — though they still have a long way to go before agreeing on intellectual property rights, trade in
services and competition policy. What’s more, there is no guarantee that free trade really means free trade. Last year,
Nigerian President Muhammadu Buhari partially closed his country’s border with Benin in an attempt to halt the smuggling
of rice and other commodities. And tensions often flare between Tanzania, Kenya and Uganda over commodities such as
sugar, carrots, beans and maize.
There is also a massive infrastructure deficit in Africa and a large amount of investment is still needed for roads, train
linkages and air connections. “There is still a lot of work that needs to be done,” said Vera Songwe, executive secretary of
the U.N.’s Economic Commission for Africa. Asked about the impact of the coronavirus on trade talks, she said “things are
going to slip a little bit.” Songwe was also realistic about the extent to which Africa will start trading once AfCFTA is
launched, despite already having launched four competing regional trade zones — ECOWAS in the west, EAC in the east,
SADC in the south and COMESA in the east and south.
“Kenya selling to Uganda, we’re doing that already to some extent. What we need is for Kenya to sell to the DRC [Democratic
Republic of Congo] with no borders,” she said. “That still needs some time.” Africa’s lofty trade ambitions may yet be
derailed from the other side of the Atlantic. Donald Trump’s "America First" trade strategy has made bilateral trade deals
the priority for Washington, potentially denting efforts on the continent to create a market based on common standards.
Songwe of the Economic Commission for Africa said it is inevitable that the U.S. — and the U.K. after Brexit — would look to
make bilateral deals with African countries. But, she noted, countries should “build off the AfCFTA and not undermine it.”
Perhaps the biggest challenge for Africa will be to ensure the benefits of the AfCFTA reach the small-scale businesses and
farmers that form the backbone of the majority of the continent’s economies. “What is most important is how we are going
to guarantee the involvement of family farmers in the whole value chain,” said Fatma Ben Rejeb, CEO of the Pan-African
Farmers' Organization, which lobbies on behalf of small-scale farmers. “In our own countries we still have enormous
challenges to access markets for small-holder farmers.” “It needs to be a bottom-up discussion and not a top-down
discussion,” she added.
Songwe said the AfCFTA would not mean the most industrialized countries would necessarily reap all the benefits. “When
you look at Europe, probably the biggest two beneficiaries of the EU agreement are the Netherlands and Ireland. They are
not big countries,” she argued. “They are small countries that were able to take advantage because they fixed their 'doing
business' environment.”
For Mene, the onslaught of the coronavirus in Africa is just a blip in its trade story. “Africa should not despair and fall into
despondency,” he said. “From a trade perspective, we should see this crisis as an opportunity — through the AfCFTA we have
an opportunity to reconfigure our supply chains [and] to reduce reliance on others.”
Read more on: https://www.politico.eu/article/coronavirus-scuppers-africa-mega-trade-deal/

Africa's Web of Creditors Complicates Coronavirus Debt
Relief

Africa is crying out for debt relief to weather a perfect storm of coronavirus, plummeting oil and commodity
prices,mounting budget deficits and weaker currencies. But delivering the relief that would allow governments to
pump resources into creaking healthcare systems and shield economies against the fallout from the pandemic is
a tall order. When the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and World Bank launched their Heavily Indebted Poor
Countries (HIPC) debt relief programme in 1996, African nations mainly owed money to wealthy countries and
multilateral institutions.
China’s government, banks and companies lent some $143 billion to Africa between 2000 and 2017, according to
Johns Hopkins University, and African governments have raised over $55 billion on international debt markets in
the past two years, the culmination of a decade-long spree of Eurobond issues. Throw in debt held by other
banks, commodity traders and even so-called vulture funds, and Africa’s creditor landscape has become far
more complex.
that means debt relief frameworks of the past may fail to ease the pressure on government finances unless
private lenders are flexible, bondholders consider waiving repayments or interest and China works closely with
Western institutions that have often criticised its lending practices, experts say. “The complicated structure
makes it harder, undoubtedly. But let’s do what we can, Masood Ahmed, president of the Center for Global
Development in Washington, told Reuters. A former IMF and World Bank official, Ahmed oversaw the
development of the HIPC initiative and thinks those institutions need to secure a debt moratorium under the
direction of the Group of 20 (G20) major economies.
NO HARDCORE DECISIONS
Wealthy countries in lockdown to curb a pandemic that has killed more than 24,000 people worldwide are
pumping trillions of dollars into their economies to combat the fallout. The G20 also said after an emergency
meeting on Thursday it would address risks of debt vulnerabilities in low-income countries but failed to approve
an IMF and World Bank proposal to freeze their bilateral debt payments.
“No real, hardcore decision was taken on this,” South African President Cyril Ramaphosa said after the meeting,
although Canada, France, Germany and Russia backed the measure. That leaves some African governments now
facing a potentially unsavoury choice between satisfying creditors or spending money on hospitals and bailing
out their economies. In just two years from 2015 to 2017, African external debt payments doubled from an
average of 5.9 percent of government revenue to 11.8 percent. At 32 percent, the proportion of debt owed to
private lenders is almost on a par with multilateral institutions at 35 percent. What’s more, 55 percent of
external interest payments are to private creditors, whereas China accounts for 17 percent, according to the
Jubilee Debt Campaign.
The IMF is making $50 billion available from its emergency financing facilities and some 80 countries have
already asked for help, including around 20 from Africa. The World Bank has also approved a $14 billion Covid19 response package. But African governments say that won’t be enough. Ethiopia said in a proposal submitted
ahead of the G20 meeting that Africa needs $150 billion in stimulus measures. “Covid-19 is the most significant
threat to our way of life and global security in modern times,” government spokeswoman Billene Seyoum said. “If
it is not met with collective response, the global health crisis will be a global financial crisis.”.

Africa's Web of Creditors Complicates Coronavirus Debt
Relief
‘NOW IS THE TIME
Even before the coronavirus outbreak set the stage for a global recession, African governments were feeling the
strain. Over the last decade, Africa’s public debt has increased by half to about 60 percent of the continent’s
gross domestic product. Seven African countries were in debt distress as of October, according to the IMF, with
nine more at high risk. For some, the strain could become too much. “Zambia does stand out as the country that
was already underperforming,” Simon Quijano-Evans, chief economist at Gemcorp Capital. “The most
constructive way for Zambia would be to go down the path of an IMF programme, very clearly, and now is the
time to do it.” As lockdowns shut factories around the world, demand for metals is plunging, hitting countries
such as Democratic Republic of Congo and Zambia, Africa’s biggest copper producers.
Africa’s biggest oil producer, Nigeria, has slashed nearly $5 billion from its budget and devalued its currency. It
factored in an oil price of $57 a barrel for 2020 but is selling crude for as little as $20. Other oil producers such
as Angola, Gabon, Congo Republic and Chad are also hurting. Yvette Babb at investment firm William Blair
International said the recent performance of many African Eurobonds reflected investors’ concern about the
ability, and willingness, of governments to service their debt while the risk of sovereign credit events was rising
in the short term. “We do believe that this over time will be mitigated by strong support from international
finance institutions, as well as easing global liquidity conditions,” Babb said.
NO HALF MEASURES
While rich countries can borrow at close to zero interest rates to finance their massive stimulus packages, that’s
not on the menu for African nations where bond yields have spiked. “If you are South Africa, or one of the other
sub-Saharan African countries, and have seen your borrowing costs soar in recent days, you don’t have that
option,” said Charlie Robertson, global chief economist at Renaissance Capital.
Tim Jones at the Jubilee Debt Campaign, which is pushing for the debts of the poorest countries to be cancelled,
said the multifaceted nature of Africa’s creditors meant handing out more loans to see countries through the
crisis won’t be enough. “If their proposal is just to lend a lot of money without a moratorium on debt payments,
it’s not going to stay in country. It’s going to be used to pay back various creditors,” he said. Angola, for example,
spent nearly 43 percent of it total revenue servicing debt in 2019, according to data compiled by Jubilee. Ghana
spent 39 percent and Gambia 38 percent. Ethiopia wants interest payments on government loans written off with
some debts owed by low-income countries cancelled and the remainder converted into low-interest loans.
African finance ministers went further last week, calling for a waiver of interest and coupon payments on
commercial debt and sovereign bonds - a move they said would save Africa $44 billion this year. But suspending
those debt obligations won’t be easy, because getting all the disparate creditors to independently agree to debt
relief is unlikely, analysts say. “The challenge that we’re seeing globally is really one of the most profound that
the global economy has faced in several generations. This requires a lot of out-of-the-box thinking,” said Abebe
Aemro Selassie, head of the IMF’s Africa Department. “Now is really not the time for half measures.”

Egypt's Central Bank Cuts Interest Rates by 3%

The Central Bank of Egypt (CBE) said that in light of the recent global developments following the COVID-19
outbreak, its Monetary Policy Committee (MPC) decided in an unscheduled meeting on Monday to cut the
overnight deposit rate, overnight lending rate, and the rate of the main operation by 300 basis points to 9.25
percent, 10.25 percent, and 9.75 percent, respectively.
The discount rate was
provides appropriate
environment, while the
(±3 percentage points)

also decreased by 300 basis points to 9.75 percent. The MPC’s preemptive decision
support to domestic economic activities given the current challenging global
inflation outlook remains consistent with achieving the inflation target of nine percent
in the fourth quarter of 2020.

“The MPC will continue to closely monitor all economic developments and will not hesitate to adjust its stance
to achieve its price stability mandate over the medium term,”, according to the CBE statement. Governor of
the Central Bank of Egypt (CBE) Tarek Amer said the CBE has taken precautionary procedures in response to
global challenges, adding that Egypt’s economy is strong.
He added that the new cuts are the largest since the floatation of the Egyptian pound in November 2016 and
are expected to boost public, private, and enterprise sector companies. “The new cuts will support companies
significantly, particularly after their debts have hit EGP 2.8 trillion. These debts will decline by billions after
the new cuts have been introduced, easing the burden of both the private sector and finance ministry”, said
Amer.
He added that the domestic debt exceeds EGP 4 trillion, and the new cuts will help the finance ministry to
boost other sectors. In addition, the new cuts will have a positive impact on clients at banks. Amer said he has
instructed all banks to put off the debt payment of small and medium companies for six months, with no fines
incurred.
“We are urging the people to use e-money instead of paper money,” he added.
http://english.ahram.org.eg/NewsContent/3/12/365400/Business/Economy/-UPDATED-Egypts-central-bankcuts-interest-rates-b.aspx

Africa Registers a Massive $29b Dent to its Economies,
and still Counting

African countries have so far lost an estimated $29 billion to the coronavirus economic disruption, an amount
equal to Uganda’s gross domestic product (GDP), according to UN estimates. The United Nations Economic
Commission for Africa (ECA) has in its latest report predicted that coronavirus will shave 1.4 per cent off Africa’s
$2.1 trillion GDP, owing to widespread disruption of business on the continent and across the world.
The report projects that the continent's annual economic growth is likely to drop from 3.2 per cent in February to
1.8 per cent in March, warning that it could worsen in the comingmonths as more countries report coronavirus
infections within their borders. "Africa may lose half of its gross domestic product with growth falling due to a
number of reasons which include the disruption of global supply chains," said the ECA Executive Secretary, Vera
Songwe, in a statement. Uganda’s GDP was estimated at about $28.5 billion as at the end of last year, indicating
that the estimated losses so far are equivalent to the country’s annual production.
Thirty-six of Africa’s 54 countries have confirmed more than 700 coronavirus positive cases, while globally over
200,000 people have been infected with Covid-19, resulting in over 9,000 deaths as at Friday, March 20. Within the
East Africa Community region Kenya, Tanzania and Rwanda have all reported coronavirus cases, while Uganda,
Burundi and South Sudan were yet to report any as at Friday. Stagnant growth The UN agency has warned that the
unfolding coronavirus crisis could seriously dent Africa's already stagnant growth, with the continent expected to
spend more $10.6 billion in unanticipated increases in their health budgets to curtail spread of the virus.
Dr Songwe in the statement observes that China, Africa's major trading partner which is strongly hit by Covid-19,
was already inevitably impacting negatively on Africa's trade by directly affecting global supply chains.
SHUTDOWNS TO LOCKDOWNS
The past two weeks have seen a sharp increase in African countries’ lockdowns as the number of infections
increased. The lockdowns have affected entire industries such as aviation, tourism, agricultural and oil exports.
Petroleum exporting countries such as Nigeria and Angola are expected to lose billions of dollars in export revenue
as demand for fuel dwindles due to the economic shutdowns.
The continent has also seen a sharp decline in Foreign Direct Investment inflows, capital flights and financial
markets instability. Dr Songwe estimates that Covid-19 could reduce Nigeria's total exports of crude oil in 2020 by
between $14 billion and $19 billion.
POLICY OPTIONS
The document recommends a number of policy options to the African governments to reduce more revenue losses
that could lead to unsustainable debt. Some of the suggestions to governments include the need to review and
revise their budgets to reprioritise spending towards mitigating expected negative impacts from Covid-19 on their
economies, such as providing safety nets and incentives to food importers to quickly forward-purchase to ensure
sufficient reserves of basic supplies. The UN agency also calls for a need to set aside a special fund for the virus
preparedness, prevention and curative facilities including logistics and to improve their health systems. Despite
recording relatively fewcoronavirus cases compared to the rest of the world, governments across the continent
are taking no chances as they race to stop the spread of the virus in their territories among them shutting doors to
China, Europe and the US.
CANCELLATIONS
Health experts have warned that the disease could cause massive challenges for under-resourced health services
across the continent. The Kenyan president, Uhuru Kenyatta, on Sunday said his government had suspended travel
from any country with reported Covid-19 cases.
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/Africa-registers-a-massive-usd-29-billion-dent-to-itseconomies/2560-5499176-cdutny/index.html

Uganda in Talks with Kenya Over Dwindling Fuel Supply

Finance Matia Kasaija says Uganda's fuel reserves were drying up as
the quota it imports through Kenya's seaport of Mombasa has
reduced.
Uganda's minister of finance Matia Kasaija on Tuesday said the
country is in talks with neighboring Kenya over the dwindling fuel
supply.
Kasaija told parliament that Uganda's fuel reserves were drying up as
the quota it imports through Kenya's seaport of Mombasa has
reduced.
"We have raised the issues with the Kenyan authorities and we are
doing everything possible to ensure the supply of petrol and diesel is
sorted," he said.
He attributed the reduction to global outbreak of the novel
coronavirus that has forced the oil producers in Middle East to
reduce the supplies.
Read more
on:
https://www.theeastafrican.co.ke/business/Uganda-talksKenya-over-dwindling-fuel-supply/2560-550368850vdt4/index.html
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Madagascar Needs Agroforestry Businesses in Its
Response to Climate Change
As in many African countries, Madagascar’s forests are under
increasing pressure from agricultural expansion as growing
populations seek to produce more food in an increasingly erratic
climate. After a recent visit to the country, Duncan Macqueen
reflects on how agroforestry could be a key part of a response.
Madagascar’s expanding population needs food. Changing climates
make crop production risky. The South East Asian ancestry of
Madagascan people is seen in the meticulous rice paddy terracing
outside Antananarivo, the country’s capital. Above those valleys the
hillsides are almost completely devoid of natural tree cover. A few
community-planted pines and eucalypts dot the slopes, but local
people prune even these trees to their very tips for fuel wood for
cooking. Very little biodiversity remains – and that includes lemurs.
My visit was to Ambohiboahangy, 30 kilometres from Antananarivo.
The destination, two local farm cooperatives – Coop Tsinjo and Coop
Taratra Ambohiboahangy. The field trip was part of a series of
regional training-of-trainer sessions for forest and farm
cooperative leaders, organised by the Forest and Farm Facility. This
training, led by IIED, was in risk management and sustainable
business incubation. Most of the participants from Ghana, Kenya,
Madagascar, Togo and Zambia represented forest and farm
producer organisations. Collectively, these organisations and their
businesses are made up of millions of farmers, providing an ideal
route to spread training and know-how to achieve landscape-scale
solutions.
Collective Forest and Farm Businesses are Central to Climate Action
It goes without saying that collective forest and farm businesses must overcome climate risks (and many other types of
risk) if they are to secure food and improve livelihoods for farmers. Their activities are also critical to sequestering carbon
within climate-resilient landscapes through forest restoration. But what are the prospects for that? Africa’s population is
set to double by 2050 and most of the food comes from subsistence farming, with average yields per unit area barely
increasing in decades. The bigger picture in Madagascar, for instance, is troubling. Demand for food has driven the loss of
3.5 million hectares of forest from 2001-18 (more than 16% of Madagascar’s total remaining forest). The average rate of
forest loss was 105,000 hectares per year between 2001 and 2010. This trebled to 321,000 hectares per year from 201118.
Soil erosion above the terraced rice paddy I saw looks fierce. This is not all bad, as the fertility is swept into the terraced
rice fields. But in the fight to maintain crop yields most farmers we interviewed were also applying chemical fertilisers and
heavy doses of pesticide. Some organic compost was also dug in, though the denuded landscape offers little in the way of
biomass.
Taking the First Steps into Agroforestry
There is a way to change this through agroforestry. Both Coop Tsinjo and Coop Taratra Ambohiboahangy have developed
new businesses. They sell more than 30 varieties of vegetable seed in small packets to other farmers in and around
Antananarivo. They grow and sell chickens and eggs from several smallholder poultry growers. Both sectors are highly
competitive and dependent on intermediate traders. to diversify its products, Coop Tsinjo has invested in a fruit drying and
processing centre, with the support of the NGO, Amadea. The centre sells dried fruit (Cape gooseberry (locally called pok
pok), banana and pineapple) and jam made from fruit waste. One entrepreneurial farmer is running a fruit seedling
nursery. He stocks and sells more than 40 types of fruit tree to broaden future planting and sales options.
But it is perhaps in a new youth network SOA-Mitsinjo, operating under the parent Coop Tsinjo umbrella, that the most
interesting developments are taking place. In one pilot site, the network is establishing a mixed agroforestry system with
Arabica coffee intercropped with citrus trees and, in the early phase, vegetables such as carrots and pumpkin. Diversity
brings climate resilience while the tree components sequester carbon. Agroforestry is not yet widespread in Madagascar.
Early pilots include those using indigenous species by NGOs such as Ny Tanintsika, or more commercial plantings by the
forest and farm producer organisations mentioned above. These pilots show how farmers can benefit from the use of tree
crops: the trees not only diversify product sales but also improve soil organic matter content, fertility and the production
of a farmer’s main crops.
A Strong Business Case for Agroforestry can Improve its Contribution to Climate Action
Agroforestry must surely form a central part of Madagascar’s climate action – such as its commitment to the Africa Forest
Landscape Restoration Initiative 100 (AFR100). AFR100 aims to restore forest cover on 100 million hectares of land across
Africa as a contribution to the 2011 Bonn challenge. Madagascar’s own promise is to restore four million hectares by 2030.
It’s not yet clear to me how such targets are to be delivered and measured. The promise is to undo all Madagascar’s
deforestation since 2001 (and more) in less time than the original destruction occurred.
That is some pledge. Madagascan forest and farm producer organisations will have to see opportunity in agroforestry
businesses if the commitment is to be met. In that light, the Forest and Farm Facility’s support is well placed to make sure
that these producer organisations understand how to incubate sustainable businesses and manage business risks
(including those linked to climate change). The facility’s vision is of climate-resilient landscapes and improved livelihoods,
and its unique approach of investing directly in the capabilities of forest and farm producer organisations will help
Madagascan farmers take, what is in my view, this vital step in the right direction.

Product Focus - Beans
Green beans, also known as French beans, String beans,
or Snap beans, are the unripe fruit and protective pods of
various cultivars of the common bean (Phaseolus vulgaris).
Green Beans is organically grown in the COMESA region. The
local climatic conditions are favorable for the growing of
green beans, which guarantees sustainable production for
export. Beans and pulses are amongst the most commonly
eaten vegetables in Europe.

Green beans are a rich source of vitamins A, C, and K, and of folic acid and fiber. They have similar nutritional
benefits to snap peas and okra. Many studies have suggested that including more plant foods, such as green
beans, in the diet decreases the risk of obesity, diabetes, heart disease, and overall mortality. Consumption of
fruit and vegetables also promotes a healthy complexion, increased energy, and overall lower weight.
OPPORTUNITIES
The global import of beans increased by 4% in the period 2014 to 2018 from US$ 1,053 billion to US$ 1,101 billion.
The table below highlights major importers regionally and internationally;

According to the trade statistics the biggest market for beans is the European Union. Therefore, COMESA countries should
focus more on the EU market as a preferred export destination for green beans.
MARKET ANALYSIS
According to Trademap statistics, COMESA’s exports of beans to the world increased over the past five years. COMESA’s
exports increased by 6% from US$109 million in 2015 to US$115 million in 2019. The major export markets for COMESA
include United Kingdom, France, Germany, Switzerland, Norway, South Africa, Russia, Netherlands, China and Canada.

Product Focus - Beans
EXPORT POTENTIAL
In the past years COMESA countries who have been producing and exporting green beans include:

Generally, COMESA has potential to increase export of beans to the world considering the favourable climatic
conditions suitable to organically grow beans.
PRICE
Consumer prices for beans and peas fluctuate according to variety, quality, availability and segment.
Supermarket prices for common green beans are around €4-5 per kilo or less when there is abundant
seasonal supply.

PACKAGING

Packaging requirements differ between customers and
market segments. They must at least be packed to protect the
produce properly in new, clean and quality packaging to

prevent damage to the product. Exporters are advised to
contact

importers/buyers

for

context

information when developing packages.

and

current

QUALITY

Buyers are especially strict with regard to pesticide residues

and other contamination. Post-harvest processes, cooling
and storage temperatures are also very important. For

example, chilling injuries may occur, and misting or exposure
to water or ice can also leave brown spots.

Product Focus - Beans
The beans must be:
- fresh;
- intact;
sound; produce affected by rotting or
deterioration are deemed unfit for consumption and
is excluded;
- clean, practically free of any visible foreign matter
(including parts of the flowers);
- free of hard filaments or films;
- practically free of pests;
- practically free of damage caused by pests;
- free of abnormal external moisture;
- free of any foreign smell and/or taste.
The development and condition of the beans must be
such as to enable them:
- To withstand transportation and handling;
- To arrive in satisfactory condition at the place of
destination.
LABELLING
Labels should include provide the following
information:
- The name under which the product is sold;
- The product’s commercial identification: class,
size (code), number of units, net weight;
- The name and address of the producer;
- The place/country of origin;
- Traceability code (for example Global Location
Number);
- Officially recognised code mark such as a Global
Gap Number (GGN) (recommendable).
In addition, any certification logo or retailer logo (in
the case of
private-label products) should be displayed on the
label.

STANDARDS
Exporters are urged to comply with food quality and safety
standards such as Global GAP,
Fair Trade and Sustainable Agriculture Network:
- GLOBAL G.A.P. Crops (Global Good Agricultural Practice):
the standard is primarily designed to reassure consumers
about how food is produced on the farm by minimising
detrimental environmental impacts of farming operations,
reducing the use of chemical inputs and ensuring a
responsible approach to worker health and safety as well as
animal welfare.
- HACCP (Hazard Analysis and Critical Control Points)
Requirements for the hygiene of food is laid down and states
the general hygiene procedures for food at all stages of the
production process from primary production to the world
consumer (“from-farm-to-fork approach”).
- Fair Trade International: an independent, nongovernmental, not-for-profit organization that promotes
sustainable development and poverty alleviation and sets the
Fair trade standards. One organization (FLO-CERT) is
responsible for auditing and certification of compliance
against the Fair trade standards.
- Sustainable Agriculture Network - Rainforest Alliance:
network of conservation groups committed to communitybased conservation initiatives and research. The certification
program for SAN standards is operated by Rainforest
Alliance.
- BRC (British Retail Consortium) - BRCGS' Standards
guarantee the standardisation of quality, safety and
operational criteria and ensure that manufacturers fulfil
their legal obligations and provide protection for the end
consumer. Certification to BRCGS' Standards is now often a
fundamental requirement of leading retailers, manufacturers
and food service
organisations.
- IFS (International Food Standard) - The IFS comprise eight
different food and non-food standards, covering the
processes along the supply chain. However, IFS does not
specify what these processes must look like but merely
provides a risk-based assessment of them. The different
standards are now used by manufacturers and retailers
worldwide to meet new requirements for quality,
transparency and efficiency resulting from globalisation.

Refugees in Uganda transform their lives
beyond livestock

For the time she was in South Sudan, all that the 41-year-old Martha Alakiir from the pastoralist Dinka
community knew was cattle rearing. She knew where to take them for pasture, when to get them water, when
to separate cows from calves, when to milk them and how to treat them. In short, her life revolved around
cattle. But one night in 2016, armed men attacked her village in Kajukeji, stealing animals, burning houses and
indiscriminately shooting at people.
In the event, they shattered her life. In the ensuing chaos, she and seven of her children escaped to safety in
Uganda. Three years later, she and her children now stay in Uganda’s Kiryandongo refugee settlement about
220 km north of Kampala, a camp that accommodates more than 100,000 refugees from South Sudan, DR
Congo, and Rwanda. Refugees are given a small piece of land to build temporary houses and cultivate small
gardens nearby. The land is donated by local communities.
With the land to cultivate, the food grown, mostly vegetables, supplements the refugees’ monthly food rations
from the World Food Programme. Even with the land, pastoralist Alakiir and family found it hard since
growing of crops wasn’t in their skills set.
“Life was hard. The food from World Food Programme could not sustain all of us all. We opted to eat just one
meal a day,” she said. Here they were in a refugee settlement far from home trying to adapt to a life so
difficult to take in. But she had no choice: She took to the small piece of land and grew some crops. Local NGO,
Save the Children, was combing the camp in search for people who could enrol for their European
Union-funded agriculture. Ms Alakiir enrolled in hope that she would pick a few skills to satisfy her newly
found farming desire alongside other women in the camp.
Those who enrolled were trained in smart agriculture and were at the end of it, grouped into smaller units of
25 members. Each group was later supported with a few farm incentives and start-ups to kick off their
farming career.
For the time she was in South Sudan, all that the 41-year-old Martha
Alakiir from the pastoralist Dinka community knew was cattle
rearing. She knew where to take them for pasture, when to get them
water, when to separate cows from calves, when to milk them and
how to treat them. In short, her life revolved around cattle. But one
night in 2016, armed men attacked her village in Kajukeji, stealing
animals, burning houses and indiscriminately shooting at people.
In the event, they shattered her life. In the ensuing chaos, she and
seven of her children escaped to safety in Uganda. Three years later,
she and her children now stay in Uganda’s Kiryandongo refugee
settlement about 220 km north of Kampala, a camp that
accommodates more than 100,000 refugees from South Sudan, DR
Congo, and Rwanda. Refugees are given a small piece of land to build
temporary houses and cultivate small gardens nearby. The land is
donated by local communities.
With the land to cultivate, the food grown, mostly vegetables,
supplements the refugees’
Resistance to Programme Lucy ALemo, one of the trainers said that they would receive rebuke from some
refugees about how digging was hard and that they were comfortable with what WFP gave them monthly.
“Some joined hoping to receive money and others after getting the start-ups left the groups. Those who
remained have big gardens and are selling their products,” Alemo said.
Hope farmer’s group has one person with a strong attachment, Alakiir’s 22-year-old daughter Elizabeth Yare.
Ms Yare is the group’s secretary and keeps records books because she is the most literate of them all. “We
started with the seven goats we were given at start-up. We have raised that number to 18,” Ms Yare said,
opening a smallexercise book where she keeps her records. She adds; “We were also given seedlings to plant
on our small lands at home. At harvest time, we pooled our produce and sold it at once.” Part of the money of
the first harvest was shared for the next planting season and part of it was saved.
The members then started a savings group of Ush10,000 ($2.60)each week. The savings have since grown
after several subsequent harvests to a point that now, each member has a side business apart from farming.
They borrow from their savings, start up small businesses and repay the group. Ms Alakiir for example makes
waist beads, armlets and anklets which she sells to people in the camp and others as far as the capital,
Kampala. She and her daughter talk of fellow group members who have managed to send their children to
boarding schools either in Kampala or neighbouring Lira district with school fees generated from the crops
sales and their side businesses.

Market Focus: Zambia

Republic of Zambia lies in a central position in southern Africa. It is a landlocked
country between Angola in the west, Namibia, Botswana and Zimbabwe in the south,
Mozambique, Malawi and Tanzania in the east, and the Democratic Republic of Congo
in the north.
According to The World Bank, the country has a total population of 17.09 million, a
Gross Domestic Product (GDP) of US$26.72 billion translating to a GDP per capita of
US$ $1,540. Zambia has shown steady real GDP economic growth averaging about
6.4 per cent since 2008. Copper remains the country’s mainstay, contributing about
70 per cent to export earnings.
It is a member of World Trade Organisation (WTO), the Common Market for Eastern
and Southern Africa (COMESA) which is headquartered in Zambia’s capital city,
Lusaka, Southern African Development Community (SADC) and African Union.
Trade Opportunities

Zambia is a landlocked
country surrounded by
8 other countries

i.

ii.

iii.

Markets which Zambia can target in COMESA and supply Products

International Markets Zambia can target and Supply Products

COMESA Countries can supply the following products to Zambia:

Iron, steel products, Mineral or chemical fertilizers, nitrogenous, Pharmaceutical products, Electric transformers
Mixtures of nitrogen, phosphorous or potassium fertilizers, Pumps for liquids; liquid elevators, Fish, frozen,
Insulated wire/cable, Refrigerators and freezers, Insecticides, fungicides and herbicides, Tap, cock, valve for pipe
including pressure, reducing valves, Agricultural, horticultural, forest, bee keeping machinery, Furniture and parts
thereof, Transmission shafts &cranks, bearing, housing; gearing, Washing & cleaning agents/preparations,
Electrical, apparatus for switching, Fruit & vegetable juices, unfermented, Articles of iron or steel, Cast articles of
iron or steel

Important Contacts

Zambia Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Showgrounds
P.O. Box 30844
Lusaka
Phone: +260 211 252 483
Mobile +260 971 581467
Fax: +260 211 253020
E-mail: secretariat@zacci.co.zm
Website: http://www.zambiachamber.org/

Zambia Development Agency (ZDA)
Privatisation House
Nasser Road, P.O. Box 30819,
Lusaka, Zambia
Tel: +260 211 220177 / 223859
Email: zda@zda.org.zm
Web: www.zda.org.zm
Zambia Association of
Manufactures
P O Box 30036
Lusaka, Zambia
Tel: +260 211 222912/226477
Email: info@zam.co.zm

Zambia Revenue
Authority
Kalambo Road
P. O. Box 35710, Lusaka
Tel: +260 21138000; +260
21138111
Email:
advice@zra.org.zm
Web:
https://www.zra.org.zm

Our Important Links
• http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/
• http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/Account/Login
• http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/Content/web/documents/news-media/
• http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/Home/AboutUs/Membership
For media enquiries please contact:
COMESA Business Council
COMESA Building
Ben Bella Road, P.O. Box 30051, Lusaka, Zambia
Phone: +260 211 229725/32
Fax: +260 211 225107
Email: info@comesabusinesscouncil.org

Disclaimer:
COMESA Business Council (CBC) strives to compile reliable, research-based information that is passed on to our clients in good faith.
Whilst every care has been taken in the production of this report, CBC does not accept any responsibility or the accuracy of the
information supplied.

