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More Goods Taken off the Road in East Africa 

 

The East African Community member states’ 
appreciation of rail transport has increased, a 

trend experts think is good for doing business 
because it reduces on time. This trend, 



according to the experts, does not only ease 
doing business in the region but also it is cost 
effective because of its turnaround. Latest 
report from the Kenya Ports Authority (KPA) 
published this month shows that containers 
delivered up-country by rail from the Port of 
Mombasa recorded 671 twenty-foot 
equivalent unit (TEUs) registering an increase 
of 233 TEUs compared to the previous week. 

Port operations performance during the week 
showed that a total of 11,189 TEUs (full and 
empty) were discharged from the ships and 
10,049 TEUs loaded for export. The total 
yard population registered 14,644 TEUs out 
of which 5,753 TEUS were awaiting pick up 
orders.  
Uganda, Rwanda, DR Congo and South 
Sudan import and export their products 
through the port of Mombasa. Imports 
population breakdown indicated that there 
were 3,170 TEUs locally bound (Kenya) and 
4,873 TEUs for transit destinations. Uganda 
bound containers recorded 3,825 TEUs, out 
of the 4,873 TEUs making it the biggest 

customer. This was followed by Tanzania 
bound containers that registered 444 TEUs, 
South Sudan with 233 TEUs, and Democratic 
Republic of Congo with 162 TEUs and 
Rwanda with 157 TEUs.  

 
Mr Daniel Birungi the executive director 
Uganda Manufacturers Association (UMA), 
says the reason Ugandans are taking up rail 
transport as an alternative is because it’s cost 
effective, especially to bulky importers. “A 
case in point a trail carries 10 containers at 
ago while trucks can only carry five with all 
the attendants’ costs. This means rail provides 
better economies of scale than road 
transport,” Mr Birungi explains. He, however, 
urged the relevant authorities to quickly sort 
out the issues of Uganda Railways 
Corporation and Rift Valley Railways. 
Ream more on: 
http://www.monitor.co.ug/Business/Prosper
/Rail-cargo-movement-increases-East-
Africa/688616-4311634-132869xz/index.html

 

Fuel Prices Still High in 

Zimbabwe 

 

 

The Confederation of Zimbabwe Industries (CZI) 

says the country’s fuel and electricity prices are 

still high despite the recent government 

intervention to reduce taxes in the energy sector. 

the CZI Energy and Environment Committee is 

of the view that the prices are still too high and 

not in line with the move to reduce the cost and 

ease of doing business, especially when 

benchmarked against the region,” the industry 

mother body said. 

 Earlier in the year the government ordered 

players in the petroleum industry to reduce fuel 

prices following a reduction in excise duty. 

However prices still remain high compared to 

regional average prices of $1,02 per litre for petrol  

and $0,80 per litre for diesel. CZI further 

commended national power utility, ZESA 

Holdings for improved services since there is 

hardly any load shedding in industry areas. 

However, there has been calls from some quarters 

for an upward review of the   power tariffs and 

http://www.monitor.co.ug/Business/Prosper/Rail-cargo-movement-increases-East-Africa/688616-4311634-132869xz/index.html
http://www.monitor.co.ug/Business/Prosper/Rail-cargo-movement-increases-East-Africa/688616-4311634-132869xz/index.html
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CZI has strongly opposed these calls to raise 

power tariffs.  

Get more news on 

https://www.dailynews.co.zw/articles/2018/02/1

5/fuel-prices-still-high-czi 

 

Sugar Prices to Drop Further  

There is good news for Uganda’s sugar 
consumers in the coming months owed to the 
projected sugar in production volumes amidst 
increase in imports. Statistics from the 
Uganda Sugar Manufacturers Association 
(USMA), which consist of Kakira, Kinyara 
and SCOUL, shows that the industry projects 
to produce 388,000 tonnes of sugar this year, 
up from 326, 968 tonnes in 2017. 

These figures exclude production from more 
than ten other small factories that are not 
members of USMA. Similarly, there is a surge 
in informal sugar imports, especially from 
Kenya into the Ugandan market, according to 
USMA Secretariat Manager, Wilberforce 
Mubiru. He, however, could not ascertain the 
volume of imports. 

He stated “The demand for sugar from the 
region has also reduced because countries are 
importing cheap sugar from other markets 
like Brazil,” 

 

 

 

He said some African countries including 
Mauritius, Swaziland, Mozambique, Algeria 
and Zambia are stuck with tonnes of sugar 
after the European market removed the quota 
on sugar it was importing from them. For 
that, the price of sugar has dropped by about 
31% to an average of Shs 3, 500 per 
kilogramme at the beginning of 2018 
compared with Shs4, 600 in April last year. 

Uganda witnessed a record surge in sugar 
price in 2013 when a kilogramme went for as 
high as Shs 7,000. “We expect a further 
decline (in sugar) price this year,” Mubiru said, 
adding “Maybe in 2019 is when we will have 
an increase (in price).” However, Mubiru said 
the target for sugar production in Uganda 
should increase to match the anticipated 
growth in number of industries and 
population –the potential buyers of the 
product. 

Due to lack of capacity in terms of output and 
technology, local producers within Uganda 
and East Africa continue to lose millions of 
dollars to outside markets as industries import 
the raw material from Europe and other 
markets.  

https://www.dailynews.co.zw/articles/2018/02/15/fuel-prices-still-high-czi
https://www.dailynews.co.zw/articles/2018/02/15/fuel-prices-still-high-czi


Read more on: 
https://www.independent.co.ug/sugar-price-

drop/ 

 

AGOA loss Costly for Swaziland 

 

Losing access to the US African Growth 

Opportunity Act (AGOA) in January 2015 cost 

Swaziland nearly 660 million emalangeni (E) and 

resulted in massive unemployment and a 98 per 

cent decline in trade volume of apparel and 

textiles, according to an industry chamber. AGOA 

benefits for Swaziland, withdrawn due to human 

rights violations and were restored this year.  

 

Moreover, AGOA had been severely underutilized 

in the past and it had been incorrectly perceived as 

a benefit only for the textile industry, according to 

Ms. Bonisiwe Ntando, CEO of the Federation of 

Swaziland Employers and Chamber of Commerce 

(FSE&CC).  

 

Despite this underutilization, textile and apparel 

imports by the United States from the country 

were worth nearly E 661.5 million ($55.125 

million) in 2014 and declined to around E 6.744 

million ($562,000) by June 2017 because of the 

loss of AGOA eligibility.  

 

Ntando suggested reinitiating the textile and 

apparel trade at the soonest and exploring 

opportunities in other product lines like timber, 

sugar and minerals. Urging businesses not to treat 

the AGOA as a magic wand, she said each 

potential exporter has to find links in the US 

market and identify the most reliable and cheapest 

transport means.  

 

Following countries like Mauritius, Tanzania, 

Lesotho, Madagascar, Kenya, Ghana, Ethiopia 

and Botswana, which have developed national 

AGOA strategies, Swaziland should also develop a 

similar strategy working with the US Embassy and 

the USAID Southern Africa Trade and 

Investment Hub, she added. (DS) 

https://www.independent.co.ug/sugar-price-drop/
https://www.independent.co.ug/sugar-price-drop/
https://goo.gl/UiQj0F
https://goo.gl/ZDzthM


http://www.fibre2fashion.com/news/textile-

news/agoa-loss-cost-swaziland-600-mn-

emalangeni-fse-cc-240402-newsdetails.htm

The CBC Taste for Africa 

Annual Trade Fair – 2018.  

As it is our mandate to help facilitate business 

and create platforms for potential business 

linkages the Taste for Africa Trade Fair will 

be held  in October, 2018 in Kenya. The trade 

fair will raise enterprises awareness of market 

opportunities in the region and further 

promote business incubation programs.  

There is lack of product information in the 

region thus the trade fair will showcase the 

readily available products in the region and 

encourage product innovation and quality 

enhancement. The Taste of Africa will 

facilitate local, regional and global business 

linkages that will lead to establishing of 

sustainable business partnerships.  

 

During the 3 day event, more than 200 

exhibitors are expected to participate in the 

event and approximately 5000 visitors will 

visit the event. The exhibitors and the visitors 

will be drawn from the region and beyond. 

Details for the event are coming soon, Watch 

out the space on www.comesabusiness.org 

CBC Biznet – Get Connected 

Now.  

The COMESA Business council  has 

upped the game for regional  buyers 

and suppliers by widening the online  

interactive market portal.  The portal  

currently has more than 2000 buyers 

and suppliers  that are transacting from 

across the region in more than 34 

sectors. Be part of  the winning team 

and get integrated in regional markets 

by signing up for the CBC Biznet 

TODAY!!  

Visit our website on 

http://comesabusinesscouncil.org and 

look out for BIZNET in the  main 

menu of the website. Once you log 

onto the page sign up and follow 

through the simple and straight 

forward registration steps.  
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Our Important Links  

•  http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/ 

• http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/Account/Login 

•  http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/Content/web/documents/news-

media/2016_CBC_Inst_Report.pdf 

• http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/Home/AboutUs/Membership 

For media enquiries please contact: 

COMESA Business Council  

COMESA Secretariat  

Ben Bella Road, P.O. Box 30051, Lusaka, Zambia  

Phone: +260 211 229725/32  

Fax: +260 211 225107  

Email: info@comesabusinesscouncil.org;  
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