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COMESA Connect          No Illicit Trade             More Trade Volumes         COMEA-EU Trade Deal                              

39 Days to GO!! Register Now- COMESA – Connect- Industry Dialogue 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The COMESA CONNECT Industry Dialogue 

will be held from 21st to 22nd June 2018, in Kigali, 

Rwanda. The event will be held under the theme; 

“Smart Technologies, Sustainable Industries”. 

The Dialogue seeks to structure strategic efforts 

towards harnessing today’s digital solutions to 

respond to the needs of our industries in the 

region. It is in this regard, that COMESA 

Connect seeks to bring together businesses in 

goods and services on one hand and digital 

services players on the other , to provide solutions 

that will create smarter, sustainable, innovative , 

efficient and profitable businesses in Africa.  

 

 

Integrating ICT into business is a cross cutting 

advocacy and business facilitation agenda under 

the CBC. It is a call from the membership to 

respond to the need for industries to harness 

digital services solutions as a means of improving 

company operations. 

▪ Establish a collective understanding and 

strategic focus on the potential of 



blockchain and other technologies for 

supporting trade and trade facilitation as 

well as the other business and industry 

within the African region.  

▪ Address the constraints that affect 

business competitiveness in the region 

and promote synergies between industry 

and IT to promote the use of technology 

and growth of African private sector.  

▪ Structure policy recommendations to 

ensure the use of technology address 

digital financial inclusion, industry 

competitiveness and revolutionary 

innovations for competitive sustainable 

enterprises.   

▪ Address the ideal structures that to ensure 

data protection policies in the region 

▪ Increase awareness and strengthen the 

national and regional intellectual property 

framework.

How to attend  

REGISTER NOW; 

INTERNATIONAL PARTICIPANTS- 300 US$ 

REGIONAL PARTICIPANTS- 200US$ 

LOCAL PARTICIPANTS- 50US$ 

EXHIBITION- SHOWCASE YOUR 

INNOVATIONS- REGISTRATION APPLIES 

 

To participate in this meeting, contact CBC. 

Please note the meeting offers a limited number of 

seats- on a first come, first serve basis. 

Registration is free. Kindly submit your name and 

business profile to – kmadzivanyika@comesa.int  , 

or GTembo@comesa.int  , or  

RBanda@comesa.int .

President Uhuru Warns of 

Tough Action Against Illicit 

Trade 
 

 

President Uhuru Kenyatta has directed the 
Kenya Ports Authority, the Anti Counterfeit 
Agency, the Kenya Revenue Authority, and 
other relevant government agencies to 
collaborate and step up the fight against illicit 
trade. President Kenyatta decried the high 
level of corruption and bribery in the country 
which he says is detrimental to not just the 

manufacturing sector but to the realization of 
the Big Four Agenda as well. 

The manufacturing sector is one of the key 
pillars in the Big Four Agenda where the 
government is keen on improving the sector’s 
contribution to the country’s GDP from the 
current 9% to 15% over the next five years. 
Among the various targets by the government 
include improving the sector’s 
competitiveness globally as well as promoting 
Small and Medium Enterprises to ensure they 
too contribute to the Big Four Agenda. 

The sector has however been mushroomed by 
illicit trade which according to the Kenya 
Association of Manufacturers (KAM) is 
costing the country over Ksh 200 billion in 
revenue. KAM notes that illicit trade is 
accounting for about 40 percent of the goods 
in the country. 

During the 8th Presidential Roundtable 
Forum with the Kenya Private Sector Alliance 
(KEPSA), President Uhuru Kenyatta put the 
Anti Counterfeit Agency (ACA), the Kenya 
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Bureau of Standards (KEBS) and the Kenya 
Revenue Authority (KRA) to task to explain 
why the country was losing billions of 
shillings to this vice despite the numerous 
interventions and laws that have been put in 
place over the years. 

 

 

http://www.kbc.co.ke/president-uhuru-
warns-tough-action-illicit-trade/  

 

Trade exchange between Egypt, Uganda reaches $66M in 2017 

 

The Trade Exchange between Egypt and Uganda 

increased by twenty seven percent year-on-year to 

reach $66 million. This was echoed by the Head of 

the Export Development Authority (EDA) 

Sherine el-Shorbagy when he addressing a 

conference organized by the Federation of 

Egyptian Industries’ (FEI) Cooperation with 

Africa Committee. Mr. Shorbagy said that the free 

trade agreement signed between Egypt and 

Uganda is expected to boost cooperation between 

both countries by 50 percent by 2020.  

 

FEI Head of the Africa Committee Sherif el-

Gabaly said that a visit by an Egyptian delegation 

of 25 businessmen to the Ugandan capital will be 

organized after the month of Ramadan to explore 

investment opportunities.  

 

President of Egypt - Abdel Fatah al-Sisi is set to 

meet with his Ugandan counterpart, Yoweri 

Museveni, at Al-Ittihadiya Presidential Palace on 

Tuesday. During the meeting, a number of 

agreements will be signed between Egypt and 

Uganda to promote the bilateral cooperation in 

the fields of agriculture, industry, electricity and 

renewable energy, according to Ambassador 

Bassam Radi, presidents’ spokesman.  

 

During a press conference on earlier, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Sameh Shoukry said that the 

Egyptian private sector is willing to increase its 

investments in Uganda. He referred to an 

Egyptian company that is conducting a study to 

establish several projects, estimated as $300 

million, in the fields of electricity and energy. 
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https://www.egypttoday.com/Article/3/49554/T

rade-exchange-between-Egypt-Uganda-reaches-

66M-in-2017

Kenya Should Exploit Potential 
in Textiles Sector 

 

The textiles and apparels sector has been 
identified as a priority sector by the Kenyan 
government. Its prominence in the 
manufacturing pillar under the ‘Big Four’ 
agenda and the Kenya Industrial 
Transformation Programme is a manifestation 
of its importance to the government in 
income generation. According to the Human 
Development Index (HDI) 2017, Kenya has 
an unemployment rate of 39.1 per cent. 

This large number of unemployed people is a 
ticking time bomb whose blast could create 
adverse social and political effects. The sector, 
fortunately has the ability to create 
employment opportunities within a short 
duration of time. The sector also boosts 
farming of cotton as well as the revival and 

expansion of textile mills. Through this, a fully 
developed value chain has the capacity to 
significantly expand employment prospects. 

 

Additionally, cotton farming and apparels 
manufacturing are labour intensive, thus a 
source of employment opportunities. The 
sector is also currently a critical foreign 
exchange earner in manufacturing. Currently, 
Kenya is the largest exporter of apparels 
under African Growth and Opportunity Act 
(AGOA) with about Sh35 billion worth of 
exports in 2017. 

With the changes in the global apparels 
sourcing supply chain, Kenya has attracted a 
substantial number of world buyers and these 
figures have the potential to grow when we 
enhance our competitiveness and diversify 
our markets. Kenya can borrow best practices 
from Bangladesh, a rising giant exporter of 
textiles and apparels. 
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The South Asian country exports about $33 
billion (Sh3.2 trillion) worth of apparels. At 
least $6 billion (Sh595 billion) of these exports 
are to the United States while about $27 
billion (Sh2.6 trillion) are to the European 
Union and the rest of the world. 

To put these figures into perspective, 
Bangladesh’s textiles and apparels exports are 
about Sh700 billion higher than Kenya’s 
2017/18 National Budget. Secondly, 
Bangladesh exports performed about 18 times 
better than Kenya in the US market in spite of 
the fact that Kenya enjoys duty free access to 
the US market which is not the case with 
Bangladesh. Thirdly, Bangladesh performs 
well in the European market, in spite of the 
fact that both Kenya and Bangladesh have 
duty free access to that market. The textiles 

and apparels sector has historically been the 
pioneer industry that drives industrialisation 
around the world. The sector has the ability to 
fill in the gaps in our economy, our social 
challenges and our industrialisation journey. 
With the coming of the 4th industrial 
revolution and the changes in the global 
manufacturing, consumption and sourcing 
dynamics, Kenya has advantage to turn the 
tide into energy that will propel the country to 
the next frontier. 

http://www.mediamaxnetwork.co.ke/opinion
/433922/kenya-should-exploit-potential-in-
textiles-sector/  

 

 

COMESA and EU Sign Deal to 

Enhance Zambia-Malawi Trade 

 

COMESA has signed a financing agreement 

with the European Union (EU) aimed at 

enhancing trade facilitation between Zambia 

and Malawi, a state-run news agency reported 

on Wednesday. 

The four-year 13.5 million euros agreement, 

signed in Eastern Zambia's Chipata town, was 

meant to contribute to infrastructure 

development, improved trade, private sector 

development, among others at border entries 

of the two countries, according to the Zambia 

News and Information Service. 

Alessandro Mariani, the head of the EU 

delegation in Zambia, said at the signing 

ceremony that the funds were part of a total 

envelop of 85 million euros allocated to the 

Common Market for Eastern and Southern 

Africa (COMESA) for development programs 

in Zambia and Malawi, which also includes 

good governance and the fight against climate 

change. 

 

Mr. Sindiso Ngwenya, the Secretary-General 

of COMESA said cross border innovation 
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plays a critical role in trade integration in the 

region but noted that there was need for 

governments to engage cross-border traders 

in the decision-making process for smooth 

implementation of policies. 

http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2018-

05/09/c_137167053.htm  

 

 

CBC Biznet – Get Connected to the Region Now.  

 

The COMESA Business council has upped the 

game for regional buyers and suppliers by 

widening the online  interactive market portal.  

The portal  currently has more than 2000 buyers 

and suppliers  that are transacting from across the 

region in more than 34 sectors. Be part of the 

winning team and get integrated in regional 

markets by signing up for the CBC Biznet 

TODAY!!  

 

 
 

 

 

Visit our website on 

http://comesabusinesscouncil.org  and look out 

for BIZNET in the  main menu of the website. 

Once you log onto the page sign up and follow 

through the simple and straight forward 

registration steps.  
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Our Important Links  

•  http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/ 

• http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/Account/Login 

•  http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/Content/web/documents/news-media/2016_CBC_Inst_Report.pdf 

• http://comesabusinesscouncil.org/Home/AboutUs/Membership 

 

For media enquiries please contact: 

COMESA Business Council  

COMESA Secretariat  

Ben Bella Road, P.O. Box 30051, Lusaka, Zambia  

Phone: +260 211 229725/32  

Fax: +260 211 225107  

Email: info@comesabusinesscouncil.org;  

 

           

CBC- Building Regional Going Global. 
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